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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 7/25/05. 

2. Claims 3, 8, 13, 16-24, 27-29, 41, 42, 45, 46, 49, 50, 56-73, 76 and 77 are 
pending in this application. Claims 3, 8, 13, 16, 19, 22, 27, 30, 41, 42, 44-46, 48-50, 52, 
56, 57, 61, 63, 66, 69, 71 and 77 are independent claims; claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9-12, 14, 15, 
25, 26, 30-40, 43, 44, 47, 48, 51-55, 74 and 75 are cancelled; claims 41, 42, 45, 46, 49, 
50, 72 and 77 are amended; and, claims 3, 8, 13, 27-29 and 56 are allowed. This action 
is made Final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 41, 42, 45, 46, 49 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. u [A]nd wherein at least 
one of the plurality of icons represents an object that contains multiple objects and has 
a size equal to a cumulative size of the multiple objects", of lines 3-5 of claims 41 , 42, 
45 and 46 as well as lines 7-9 of claim 49 is not properly described in the application as 
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examiner will interpret these passages to mean: and wherein at least one of the plurality 
of icons represents an object that contains multiple objects. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 16-24, 41, 42, 45, 46, 49 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sciammarella et al. ("Sciammarella", US 6,570,582) in view of 
Screen Dumps of Microsoft Windows NT ("MS Win"). 

As per claim 16, although Sciammarella teaches a method for varying the size of 
a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic, wherein the object 
characteristic is a number of files in the object, the method comprising the steps of 
storing icon data representative of a plurality of icon images (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); 
wherein storing icon data, whether in cache memory, graphics memory or hard drive, is 
inherent in order for the icons to be displayed), selecting individual icons for variable 
icon sizing (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); icons are selected and sized according to a temporal 
relationship), determining the object characteristic with respect to each of a plurality of 
objects respectively associated with the selected individual icons (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); 
col. 4, lines 41-57), automatically generating icon images of different respective sizes 
representing the objects, wherein the size of an icon is determined by the object 
characteristic (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57; icons of varied sizes are 
automatically displayed in such a manner that the most recent (current) image on that 
chain is the largest while the other images on that chain decrease in size depending 
on their date/time of creation, retrieval, etc.) and displaying the different sized icon 
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images representing the plurality of objects (figs. 1 and 2), Sciammarella does not 
explicitly disclose the object characteristic being a number of files in the object. MS Win 
teaches displaying a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the 
object characteristic is a number of files in the object (figs. 1 and 2; icons are displayed 
in a sequential order from left to right wherein icons with the greater number of files are 
displayed first /.e. in fig. 7, icon "ACTlON61"offig. 2 with file "BACKUP" is displayed 
before icon "FP61" with no files in pane 220). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
an artisan at the time of the invention to include MS Win's teaching of displaying a 
plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the object characteristic 
is a number of files in the object to Sciammarellla's teaching of displaying a plurality of 
icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is a number 
of files in the object in order to provide users additional options in arranging displayable 
icons. 

As per claim 17, the modified Sciammarella teaches a method for varying the 
size of a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the generation 
step further comprises sorting icon images into an order based upon the object 
characteristic (Sciammarella: figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57). 

As per claim 18, the modified Sciammarella teaches a method for varying the 
size of a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the method 
comprises determining the size of the icon by associating a maximum sized icon image 
with an object having one extreme value for the object characteristic, associating a 
minimum sized icon image with an object having another extreme value for the object 
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characteristic and assigning sizes to the remainder of the icon images with objects, in 
proportion to the objects associated with the maximum and minimum sized icons 
(Sciammarella: figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57). 

Claims 19 and 22 are individually similar in scope to claim 16 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 20 and 23 are individually similar in scope to claim 17 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 21 and 24 are individually similar in scope to claim 18 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 41 , although Sciammarella teaches a method for varying the size of 
a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic, wherein the object 
characteristic is a number of files in the object and wherein at least one of the plurality 
of icons represents an object that contains multiple object, the method comprising the 
steps of storing icon data representative of a plurality of icon images (figs. 1-3 and 6(A- 
C); wherein storing icon data of the Web page (wherein a Web page consist of an 
HTML file with associated files for graphics and scripts), whether in cache memory, 
graphics memory or hard drive, is inherent in order for the icons to be displayed), 
selecting individual icons for variable icon sizing (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); icons are 
selected and sized according to a temporal relationship), determining the object 
characteristic with respect to each of a plurality of objects respectively associated with 
the selected individual icons (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57), automatically 
generating icon images of different respective sizes representing the objects, wherein 
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the size of an icon is determined by the object characteristic (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 
4, lines 41 -57; icons of varied sizes are automatically displayed in such a manner that 
the most recent (current) image on that chain is the largest, while the other images on 
that chain decrease in size depending on their date/time of creation, retrieval, etc.) and 
displaying the different sized icon images representing the plurality of objects (figs. 1 
and 2), Sciammarella does not explicitly disclose the object characteristic being a size 
of the object. MS Win teaches displaying a plurality of icons based upon an object 
characteristic wherein the object characteristic is a number of files in the object and 
wherein at least one of a plurality of icons represents an object that contains multiple 
object (figs. 1 and 2; icons are displayed in a sequential order from left to right wherein 
icons with the greater number of files are displayed first, i.e. in fig. 1, users may set a 
preference 110 so that icons are automatically displayed and arranged by size e.g. 
icon "ACTION61" of fig. 2 with file "BACKUP" is displayed before icon "FP61"with no 
files in pane 220 wherein at least one of a plurality of icons represents an object such 
as folders/objects 470 and "ACTION61" contain multiple objects such as file(s) and/or 
folder(s)). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the 
invention to include MS Win's teaching of displaying a plurality of icons based upon an 
object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is a size of the object to 
Sciammarellla's teaching of displaying a plurality of icons based upon an object 
characteristic wherein the object characteristic is a number of files in the object in order 
to provide users additional options in arranging displayable icons. 
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As per claim 42, although Sciammarella teaches a method for varying the size of 
a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic, wherein the object 
characteristic is a number of files in the object and wherein at least one of the plurality 
of icons represents an object that contains multiple object, the method comprising the 
steps of storing icon data representative of a plurality of icon images (figs. 1-3 and 6(A- 
C); wherein storing icon data, whether in cache memory, graphics memory or hard 
drive, is inherent in order for the icons to be displayed), selecting individual icons for 
variable icon sizing (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); icons are selected and sized according to a 
temporal relationship), determining the object characteristic with respect to each of a 
plurality of objects respectively associated with the selected individual icons (figs. 1-3 
and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57), automatically generating icon images of different 
respective sizes representing the objects, wherein the size of an icon is determined by 
the object characteristic (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57; icons of varied sizes 
are automatically displayed in such a manner that the most recent (current) image on 
that chain is the largest while the other images on that chain decrease in size 
depending on their date/time of creation, retrieval, etc.) and displaying the different 
sized icon images representing the plurality of objects (figs. 1 and 2), Sciammarella 
does not explicitly disclose the object characteristic being an amount of memory that 
the object uses. MS Win teaches an object characteristic being an amount of memory 
that the object uses and displaying a plurality of icons based upon an object 
characteristic wherein the object characteristic is an amount of memory that the object 
uses and wherein at least one of a plurality of icons represents an object that contains 
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multiple object (figs. 1 -3; displaying icons based upon an object characteristic wherein 
the object characteristic is an amount of memory that the object uses via slider 350 
wherein selection of "Type" allows "FP61", wherein the size of folder "FP61"is 2.52MB, 
to be displayed before "ACTIONS61", wherein the size of folder "ACTIONS61" is 
987KB). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the 
invention to include MS Win's teaching of displaying a plurality of icons based upon an 
object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is an amount of memory that the 
object uses to Sciammarella's teaching of displaying a plurality of icons based upon an 
object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is a number of files in the object 
in order to provide users additional options so that users may customize their desktop 
area. 

Claims 45 and 49 are individually similar in scope to claim 41 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 46 and 50 are similar in scope to claim 42 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

6. Claim 77 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Screen 
Dumps of Microsoft Windows NT ("MS Win") in view of Sciammarella et al. 
("Sciammarella", US 6,570,582). 

As per claim 77, although MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at 
least one of a plurality of icons displayed in a display device comprising receiving a 
user's selection of icons from the plurality of icons wherein the selection indicates an 
order in which the selected icons were selected by the user and automatically sizing 
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each selected icons (figs. 4-6; after user's initial setting of window 405 to display user 
selected sequence in which the selected icons were selected as "Small Icons", sizing is 
performed automatically as indicative of large icon 470 changing to small icon 680 
upon its addition in pane 600 via a drag-and-drop operation of fig. 5, and users may 
additionally add icons to pane 600 via the drag-and-drop operation sequentially/in an 
order), MS Win does not explicitly disclose sizing icons based on its location in the 
order relative to other icons. Sciammarella teaches sizing icons based on its location in 
the order relative to other icons (figs. 1-3 and 6(A-C); col. 4, lines 41-57; icons are 
sized based on its temporal location on the timeline). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Sciammarella's teaching of 
sizing icons based on its location in the order relative to other icons to MS Win's 
teaching of user's selection of icons from the plurality of icons wherein the selection 
indicates an order in which the selected icons were selected by the user and 
automatically sizing each selected icons so that a relationship among the icon images 
is clearly visible to a viewer.' 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §102 

7. Claims 57-73 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Screen Dumps of Microsoft Windows NT ("MS Win"). 

As per claim 57, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at least one of 
a plurality of icons displayed in a display device comprising receiving a user's selection 
of one of the plurality of icons and a user's indication of size for the selected icon and 
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sizing the selected icon individually based on the received indication of size (figs. 1-2; 
method comprising user's selection of a plurality of icons in pane 100 and size 
indication 101/102). 

As per claim 58, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at least one of 
a plurality of icons displayed in a display device comprising repeating the receiving and 
sizing for a plurality of the plurality of icons (figs. 1-2; repeating the receiving and sizing 
for a plurality of icons by selecting a child node in pane 100 and selecting size indication 
101/102). 

As per claim 59, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at least one of 
a plurality of icons displayed in a display device comprising repeating the receiving and 
sizing for each of the plurality of icons (figs. 1-2; repeating the receiving and sizing for a 
plurality of icons by selecting another node in pane 100 and selecting size indication 
101/102). 

As per claim 60, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at least one of 
a plurality of icons displayed in a display device wherein the sizing is performed 
automatically (figs. 4-6; after user's initial setting of window 405 to display "Small Icons", 
sizing is performed automatically as indicative of large icon 470 changing to small icon 
680 upon its addition in pane 600 via a drag-and-drop operation of fig. 5). 

Claims 61 and 63 are individually similar in scope to claim 57 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claims 62 and 70, MS Win teaches an apparatus for varying the size of at 
least one of a plurality of icons displayed in a display device wherein the means for 
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receiving receives a user's indication of size for each of the plurality of icons, and the 
means for sizing sizes each of the plurality of icons individually based on the 
corresponding received indication of size (figs. 1-2). 

Claims 64, 66, 69 and 71 are individually similar in scope to claim 58 and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 65 is similar in scope to claim 59 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claims 67 and 72, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at 
least one of a plurality of icons displayed in a display device wherein the subset 
consists of one icon (figs. 1 , 2 and 4-6; method comprising user's selection of a subset 
of the plurality of icons in pane 100 such as "ACTION61" and size indication 101/102 
wherein the subset "ACTION61" may consist of one icon such as "BACKUP'). 

As per claims 68 and 73, MS Win teaches a method and computer readable 
medium for varying the size of at least one of a plurality of icons displayed in a display 
device comprising repeating the receiving and sizing for a different subset of the 
plurality of icons (figs. 1 -2; repeating the receiving and sizing for a different subset of the 
plurality of icons by selecting another child node in pane 100 and selecting size 
indication 101/102). 

As per claim 76, MS Win teaches a method for varying the size of at least one of 
a plurality of icons displayed in a display device wherein the sizing is performed 
automatically (figs. 4-6; after user's initial setting of window 405 to display "Small 
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Icons", sizing is performed automatically as indicative of large icon 470 changing to 
small icon 680 upon its addition in pane 600 via a drag-and-drop operation of fig. 5). 



Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16, 56-73, 76 and 77 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, except for the 
following: 

(a) With respect to claim 16, MS Win does not disclose displaying icons in a 
sequential order based on a number of files in the object. 

(b) With respect to claim 42, MS Win does not disclose displaying icons based on 
an amount of memory that an object uses and that this has nothing to do with sizing an 
icon based on a size of an object the icon represents. 

(c) With respect to claim 57, MS Win fails to disclose or suggest sizing a selected 
icon individually based on a user's indication of size for the selected icon. 

(d) With respect to claim 76, the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest 
sizing icons based on a sequence in which a user Selected the icons, and thus fails to 
disclose or suggest receiving a user's selection of icons from the plurality of icons 
wherein the selection indicates an order in which the selected icons were selected by 
the user. 
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The examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

Per (a), although the teaching extracted from MS Win is for an object 
characteristic being a number of files in the object, MS Win further teaches displaying a 
plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is 
a number of files in the object (figs. 1 and 2; icons are displayed in a sequential order 
from left to right wherein icons with the greater number of files are displayed first, i.e. in 
fig. 1, users may set a preference 110 so that icons are automatically displayed and 
arranged by size e.g. in regards to fig. 2, folder "ACTION61", containing 1 file, is 
displayed before folder "FP61", containing no files, in pane 220). 

Per (b), although the teaching extracted from MS Win is for an object 
characteristic being an amount of memory that the object uses, MS Win further teaches 
displaying a plurality of icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the object 
characteristic is an amount of memory that the object uses and wherein at least one of a 
plurality of icons represents an object that contains multiple object (figs. 1-3; displaying 
icons based upon an object characteristic wherein the object characteristic is an amount 
of memory that the object uses via slider 350, e.g. selection of "Type" allows "FP61", 
wherein the size of folder "FP61" is 2.52MB, to be displayed before "ACTIONS61", 
wherein the size of folder "ACTIONS61" is 987KB). 

Per (c), MS Win does teach a method of sizing a selected icon individually based 
on a user's indication of size for the selected icon wherein the method comprises 
receiving a selection of icon "ACTION61" and 101 or 102, thereby, sizing icon 
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"ACTION61" (figs. 1-2; method comprising user's selection of a plurality of icons in pane 
100 and size indication 101/102). 

Per (d), in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show 
certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., sizing icons based on a sequence in which a user selected the 
icons) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 3, 8, 1 3, 27-29 and 56 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Inquires 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 308-0640. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 



KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




LVN 

Patent Examiner 
October 5, 2005 



